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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying os ype in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, 
and others connected with aviation. . 
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REQUISITES OF A ew COMMANDER 
iy 
Colonel John D, Reardan, Air Corps 


Marshal Foch stated: "There is no | knowledge, highly developed powers of 
studying on the battlefield, It is then ratiocination, and experience, cannot 
simply a case of doing what is possible insure success to a commander. On the 
to make use of what one knows," other hand, while a commander may suc- 

"Military Command" is authority inher- |ceed to a degree, even though he may 
ent in military office or commission. lack a one of the other qualities, he 
The very essence of the power of a com- jcannot be a great commander without 
mander to control those under his author-| having strong will-power. 
ity derives from military principles and "Moral courage" is another vital qual- 
traditions, For this reason, command ity which the great commander must pos- 
should be exercised with ace exactitude sess; the courage to pay the costs of 
of method and certitude of finality. A {victory and to withstand the stresses 
receptive attitude toward authority on ‘of defeat; the moral courage to stand 
the part of soldiers and bluejackets | firm against all opposition and surmount 
will be secured by firmness and justice all obstacles. Fortitude, decisiveness 
in the exercise of the command authority.' and steadfastness of purpose are the in- 

While command is an attribute of mili- | eredients of moral courage. Marshal 
very office, two individuals successive- | Saxe stated: "Of all the accomplishments 
ly holding the same command may exercise | that are required for the composition of 
a greatly different influence over their | this exalted character (Commander-in- 
mei, Since the authority is the same in |Chief), courage is the first." 
each case, it will be seen that command | To employ too many terms to define 
partakes of the qualities of the coumand-|personal qualities requisite in a great 
er, McClellan and Grant were in turn ;commander is but to obscure those of 
Lincoln's principal commanders, The dif-;vital importance. Three more will be 
ference in their powers of leadership en-' mentioned as being essential. These 
abled one to succeed where the other had ‘are "resourcefulness," "creative imagin- 





failed, ‘ation" and "judgment." Imagination dis- 
The degree of success attained by a covers the opportunity, resource devises 

commander is largely dependent upon his {the means to take advantage of the .- 

character and personality. Certain per- (portunity, and judgment decides the time 

sonal qualities are indispensable in a ifor action. These qualities distinguish 

successful commander. Napoleon said: "It {the "man of action," 

was not the Roman army that subdued Gaul _ To summarize, if a commander possesses 


but Caesar himself; nor was it the Car- (to a superlative degree and of a high 

thagenian a at the gates of Rome that order, will-power, moral courage, re- 

made the Republic tremble, but Hannibal."| sourcefulness, Creative imagination and 
nh 








It is difficult to assign an order of udgment, he has the fun geo 
importance to the personal qualities es- es essential to success as a high com- 
sential to the successful exercise of mander, This assumes, of course, that 
command, "Will-power" is, perhaps, en- only a military man will attain to hi 
titled to- primacy in the case of the command, and then only after long train- 
Supreme commander, As the importance of [ing and erperannee in his profession, 
the command held diminishes, e impor- is training and experience is neces- 
tance of certain qualities decreases and |sary in order to gain sound technical 
that of others increases, For the high- kmowledge, and an understanding of and 


est commander, upon whom rests the final {ability to handle soldiers, and to do- 
decision and the all-inclusive responsi- |velop initiative and executive ability. 
bility, the possession of strong will- These attributes, in vary degree, are 
power is vital to the support of the po- (essentials for all grades of command, 
sition he must take and maintain with Junior commanders, especially, mst 
inflexible determination, However, will-| possess resence of mind and capacity 
power, without the possession of other {for quick decision in emergencies. 
qualities such as thorough technical \ For commanders of all grades there 
-l1- V-7737, A.C. 








must be added to all these qualities a 
habit of intensive study. Napoleon 
said: "The knowledge of the higher 
branches of the art of war is only to be 
gained by experience and by studying the 
history of wars and battles of great 
leaders." Polybius stated: "For it is 
history alone, which without involving 
us in actual danger, will mature cur 
judgment and prepare us to take right 
views whatever —y be the crisis." 

Command skeuld be t irn 
ness, kindness, and fairness. Simplici- 
tv of method promotes understanding. 


en to intervene and when to allow sub-| 


ordinates discretion is the final test 
of judgment. Success in this particular 


inspires loyalty and a spirit of willing- 


ness in the command. 
A truly great commander will be a 


reat natural leader, possessing, to the | 


ull, the winning qualities which dis- 
tinguish a great leader, noble bearing, 
calmness, dignity, affability, patience, 


lowers, 


with faith in his destiny. 

All these valuable qualities must be 
translated into effective action by wise 
a proper orders, and a prompt 

Ollow-up to insure execution. A con- 
mander must habituate his command to 
ores and willing response to his au- 

hority and to the proper authority of 
all the various grades of subordinate 
commanders. Wellington said: "Habit 
second nature? Habit is ten times 
nature!™ ie 

The high commander's method of habitu- 
ating his command to authority lies, 
largely, in the proper instruction and 
training of. his subordinates, and in 
SAR eg drills and exercises. The com- 
mander must place upon each subordinate 
the proper degree of responsibility and 
accord to him an initiative commensurate 
with his opus pg & so that each 
officer will acquire the qualities de- 
manded in an officer of his grade. As 
William James puts it: "Silently, be- 
tween all the details of his business, 
the pewer of judging will have built it- 
self up within him as a possession that 
will never pees away," 

And, finally, the commander must pro- 
mote discipline by nbe B54 punishing 
disobedience, and by equally promptly 
rewarding merit and recognizing bravery. 
Remember the famous instance of the 
death of La Tour d'Auvergne on the field 
of battle and Napoleon's order that the 
name of La Tour d'Auvergne forever after 
be borne on the roster of his company. 

The functions which command must dis- 
charge vary with the echelon of command. 
The lowest commander has the duty of di- 
rectly leading his unit in action. Other 
commanders have additional responsibili- 








ty for supply, ep and the mainten- 
plin 


ance of health, disci e and morale. 
4s the scale of command is ascended 


exercised with firn- | 


| 
| 


the functions become more embracing and 
general, and new functions appear which 
are not required of the lower grades, 
The highest commander has the function 
of making changes, wnere found necessa- 
ry, in the campaign plan, the major 
strategy, and in the battle tactics. He 


' is responsible for the formulation of 
new plans to meet unexpected situations 


strategy. 


arising during the course of the war. 
Each commander having a staff has the 
function of training it to work as a co- 


| ordinated team, properly indoctrinated 


in the commander's own application of 
military principles, tactics and 

Tie commander having a staff 
must supervise the functioning of the 
staff to insure taat its every member 


_works to a common end,- the execution 
| of the will of the commander. 


The foregoing review cf the requisites 


|of a military commander will suggest 
| that not every officer will be equipped 


| to become a senior commander. 
and the ability to indoctrinate his fol- |, 
Such a commander has prestige. 

He animates his command and inspires them 


| the beginning of the war, 


Some sto 
far snort of this goal. Others approa 
it more nearly. The following discus- 
sion will develop additional reasons why 
an exceptionally well endowed leader is 
required for the highest command. He 
must be somewhat of a statesman, as well 
as a general or an admiral. 

Lincoln states: “Every war is begun, 
dominated, and ended by political con- 
siderations." In war the supreme com- 
mancer and other high commanders must 
harmonize their strategy and tactics 
| with existing national policies, in the 
| same way that our ~ar plans formulated 
| in ges time are kept coordinated with 
, such policies, For example, considera- 
tions of national policy toward a given 
|neutral may affect operations by reason 
'of the fact that it 1s necessary to 
‘avoid giving offense to such neutral. 
| During the progress of the war the 
‘supreme commander will require to be 
|'kept informed by the Government of all 
| changes in policy involving the conduct 
iof tae war. His high comwmarders, also, 
| should have knowledge of policies which 
imay be involved in the operations under 
| their immediate control, This is espe- 
|cially true in the case of naval conm- 
i'mancers who, frequently, in isolated 
| situasions are called upon to make de- 
| cisicus involving foreign relations. 

A zv-eat deal of the major onre*ne 
durins the opening weeks of a war will 
likely be in accovdance with war plans 
fornulated by planning bodies prior to 
However, it 
is the hats ste whet fit A of the supreme 
commander to decide whether or not to 
use tiese plans, depending on whether 
they meet the requirements of the actual 
situation, If he decides they do not, 
it is his duty te determine upon the 
strategy he will employ. 

Command and strategy both have the 
Objective of winning the war. More = 
ticularly, the aim of the commander is 





victory in battle; 
2. y 


and the strategy he 
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emp 1098 whether of his own or some 
other's conception, is devised to bri 
his command into a situation where suc 
victory is possible, and also to insure 
that the victory wiil secure decisive 
results, The commander must decide upon 
the time and the place for battle, Silo 
said: "If thou art a great general, 
Marius, come down and fight." Marius re- 
plied: "If thou art a great general, 
Silo, make me come down and fight." 

In the Etgantic operations oi modern 
war it may be that better results can be 
secured if one man formulates the stra- 
tegy and another carries it into execu- 
tion. lLudendorff and Hindenburg are an 
example of this sort cf teamwork, A 
general staff may devise the strategy 
and a commander in the field or at sea 
carey it out. The operation resulting 
in the battle of Jutland was in accord- 
ance with the strategy »f the British 


Admiralty. Admiral Jellicoe, of course, 
was responsible for the strate at sea, 
as made necessary by the actual situa- 


tions arising duri the battle. 
The senior commander on the field, 


however, is in supreme command. Napoleon 
said: "ft is better to have one bad gen- 
eral than two good ones." Montecuculi 


wrote: "The first security for the suc- 
cess of an army is to confer the command 
on one individual." 

Major strategy, as promulgated in the 
"strategical plan" for a war does not 
attempt to provide for what has long 
been termed "the exigencies of war. 
Subordinate to the major eteanegy of the 
war is a very important field of strate- 
€y which is the province of the command- 
er directing the operations of large 
units in the field, or at-sea. 

The concentration of these large units 
en the field of battle in readiness for 
action must be accomplished by the stra- 
tegy of the unit commanders in all the 
details not prescribed in the operations 
Plan, In the case of naval units, espe- 
cially, this may involve huizdreds of . 
miles of steaming and coping with sever- 
al auxiliary situations en route, not 
anticipated in the operations plan. 

On land, with the rapid communication 
of the present day, there is often suf- 
ficient time to present the nature of 
the situation encountered to the high 
command and receive his orders, However, 
with airplanes and fast tank units such 
| not be the case. 

erhaps the most important command 
function in the field of tactics is the 
determination cf the proportion of the 
whole force to be held in reserve, for 
the purpose of countering the thrusts of 
the enemy which gain unenticipated 
success, and to follow up the commander's 
Own successes, in order to secure de- 
Cisive victory. Different situations in 
a ore emphasize, in turn, differeat 
qualities of the commander. tn one sit- 
uation the vital thing may be to decide 
to retreat; in another the moment for 


be 


| the attack; in-a third the time to initi- 
| ate a pursuit, 
| The commander of the whole force engag- 
'ed must recognize that it is his func- 
_tion.to make major tactical decisions, 
' Buch as the above. The commander is, 
likewise, primarily responsible for the 
training, clothing, —. shelter, 
discipline, and morale of is command, 
He leads his command in battle and cares 
for it on the march, in bivouac or camp. 
No matter how large. the force acting as 
& single command,- the commander of the 
whole force has these tactical functions 
and command duties. 

History is full of oxamples illustrat- 
| ing the harm done when a commander, who 
' should be independent in the field, is 
controlled from above. Two will suffice. 
In 1781, Admiral Hood, operating alone 
wita an independent tactical command, 
but under the flag of Admiral Rodney, 
had seventeen vessels-of-the-line under 
orders to await the French to windward 
of Martinique. Later, Rodney, against 
Hood's protest, ordered Hood to take 
|station to leeward of that island, When 
| the French finally arrived, they had the 
| weather-~gage of Hood, and the latter's 
| force suffered badly and was unable to 
| prevent the French from capturing Tobago. 
, This success permitted Admiral DeGrasse 
| to go to Chesapeake Bay and cooperate in 
| pringi x about the capture of Cornwallis. 
| In 1862, President Lincoln > ati 
| McClellan's strategy for an attack 
against Richmond ty an advance up the 
|Yorx Peninsula, He then interfered with 
| the tactical execution of the plan by 
| detaching McDowell's Corps for the de- 
|fense of Washington, It is doubtful 
| whether McClellan would have been suc- 
| cessful me 5 However, this interfer- 
'ence gave iicClellan an alibi and result- 
'ed in his failing to prosecure his at- 
|tacx vigorously. This inaction probably 
i prolonged the war for.a year. 
| For several months after our entry 
| into the World War, General Pershing was 
‘besieged by many in authority among the 
|Allies to agree to the incorporation of 
| American battalions in French and 
| British regiments. He was also advised 
| to train Awerican troops in the doctrine 
-and tactics of the defensive. To the 
first he returned an emphatic and oft 
repeated "no." To the second his answer 
|'wes an order, "All instruction (of 
| troops) must contemplate the assumption 
of a vigorous offensive"!!! General 
|'Pershing thus displayed the true quali- 
ties of greatness as a leader, Thus 
were evidenced his will-power and moral 


courage. 

Few, indeed, are the Caesars who cross 
the Rubicon, the Hannibals who surmount 
the Alps, cr the Alexanders who conquer 
the world! Fewer still are the great 
military commanders who, shine brightly 
even in defeat. Robert E, Lee was at 
his greatest when he refused to resort. 
to guerilla warfare, but surrendered his 
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army to Grant at Appomatox. 
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ONE OF THOSE ERRANDS OF MERCY IN PANAMA 
The latest errand of mercy by the Air 


Corps in the Panama Canal Department was | 


on April 20th, when Lieut. T.J. Meyer 
departed from Albrook Field for Penas 
Bay, Republic of Panama, to transport 
me 
ill, 
ing were successfully made in the ——-* 
Amphibian, but a minor mishap occurre 

as the ship was being beached by its 
crew, 

Things were going smoothly until one 
wheel sank in.a soit spot in the sand 
and a sarge breaker crashed into the 
tail section at the same time, resulting 
in a damaged rudder and elevators. 

Temporarily disabled, the plane had to 
remain where it was until a crew arrived 
od air from Albrook Field and repaired 
the damages. The medicine was delivered, 
however, and the plane and its crew re- 
turned safely to the home station. 


---000--- 


HIGH SCHOOL BOYS VISIT ALBROOK FIELD 


An inspection tour of the airplanes 
and post activities of Albrook Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, by students of the 
Balboa High School was conducted on Sat- 
urday, April 30th. rigor ete | 75 
students arrived at the post at 3:30 
a.m, and were given a brief talk by 
Lieut. Colonel Benjamin G. Weir, pees 
commander, on various phases of Air 
Corps activities, The students were 
then conducted through the different or- 
ganizations en the post, the 7p 
shops, the Air Corpe Suppl Building, 
Ordnance Buildi Hosp » Parachute 
Department, and the hangars of the squad- 


— 


‘ 
j 


ae 


cine to a civilian who was seriously | 
The 150-mile flight and water land- 


rons. Each squadron had two representa- 
tive airplanes on the line, with cat- 
walks arranged for easy inspection. The 
coulings were removed from the engines. 
Several officers from the different or- 


ganizations were designated to conduct 
‘the groups of students throughout the 
inspection tour. 


---000--- 


| IN MEMORY OF FIRST TRANS-ISTHMIAN FLIGHT 


Army and Navy flying personnel in the 
Panama Canal popar seen’ fittingly vom- 
|memorated the silver anniversary, on 
April 27th, of the first airplane flight 
‘over the Panama Canal, 

Mr, T,B. Rodenbaugh, Section Superin- 
'tendent of Pan American Airways, Inc., 
| Cristobal, Canal Zone, on April 28th 
| addressed the following letter to Briga- 
| dler General George H. Brett, Commanding 
|General of the 19th Wing, Albrook Field, 
| Canal Zone, with reference to the above. 
"Dear General Brett: 

Just a brief note to express to you 
our <4 ig oe for the interest 
shown by you in assigning six Army 
bombers to convoy our DS-3 from 
Albrook Field to France Field yester- 
day during the flight commemorating 
the 25th anniversary of Mr. Robert 
Fowler's trans-Isthmian flight. 

The formation co sed of our plane, 
the Army and Navy planes made a very, 
very lovely sight from the ground, and 
we are quite sure that your coopera- 
tion in this matter has gone a long 
way to making this flight a most suc- 
cessful one; one that will be remember- 
ed for a long time, not only on the 
Isthms but other places as well. 

Once more thanking you for your in- 
verest and help, and with kindest per- 
sonal regards from the writer, we 


remain 
Very truly youre, 
PAN ann AIRWAYS, INC." 


| 


j 
! 
| 
i 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


| REVIEW FOR PANAMA CANAL DEPT. COMMANDER 


On the morning of April 27th, an 
aerial review was held in honor of Major 
General David L, Stone, U.S.A4., Panama 
Canal Department Commander. Upon the 


completion of a trip to the States, 
General Stone arrived at Cristobal, 
| Canal Zone, aboard the §.S. CRISTOBAL. 
As the ship entered the bay. it was met 
by a formation of Attack, Bombardment 
and Pursuit planes, led * Brigadier 
General George H, Brett, Commander of 
the 19th Wing, Air Corps. After passing 
in review twice, the airplanes returned 
to their stations at Albrook and France 
Fields. 
---000--- 

Major Lotha A, Smith, Instructor at 
the Air Corps Tactical School, is under 
orders for duty at March Field, Calif. 

m V-7737, A.C. 





2 














A FORCED LANDING IN HAWAIIAN WATERS 


On the afternoon of April 9, 1938, 
Lieut. Elder Patteson, of the Headquar- 
ters Squadron, 18th Wing, Sevaiten’De- 
mt et Airways Officer, was forced to 

and an OA-3 Amphibian in the open sea 
between the Islands of Molokai and Oahu, 
He was returning to Hickam Field from 
Morse Field, on the Island of Hawaii, on 
en administrative flight. Other person- 
nel in the airplane at the time were 
Privates Wright, crew chief; Ryley, radio 


vparator, and Roark and Barker, passen- 
gers, The ceiling was about l, feet, 
and the visibility from + to 4 a mile. 


The forced landing occurred at about 
3:10 p.m, While flying at an altitude 
. 800 feet, the Si with- 
out giving pre nary warning o 
kind, cut out completely. It was = 
determined that the engine failure re- 
sulted from slipping of the tim ear. 
The airplane would not maintain altitude 
on one engine, so Lieut. Patteson used 
the one engine to stretch his glide long 
enough to get properly headed into the 
wind, making a right turn of approximate- 
ly ninety degrees to do so. At the same 
time he directed the radio operator to 
reel in the antenna. The sea was very 
turbulent and the landing was rather 
rough, but sere did no harm to the 
airplane. e OA-3 rode the heavy waves 
rr well so long as no attempt was made 
to taxi, When taxying, even slowly, the 
7 waves threatened to swamp the air- 
plane. 

The radio operator was unable to use 
his command set because it required a 
trailing antenna, but he ey, began 
sending distress signals on his shor 
wave set, Lieut. Patteson and the crew 
chief tried to ascertain what was wro 
with the left engine, but were unable to 
do so, About an hour after the landing, 
a radio message was received from Hickam 
Field that their signals had been picked 
up and that assistance was on the way. 

_ At approximately 4:50 p.m., a large 
fishing an, manned by Japanese, ar- 
rived near the airplane. They endeavor- 
ed to throw a line to the airplane and 
finally succeeded. At about 5:30, the 
— was secured and towing was commenc- 
ed, 

Two Navy destroyers on patrol duty | 
around Oahu were diverted to the area 
@nd arrived on the scene just before 
dark. They fell in astern of the Amphi - 
bian, Shortly after dark the aircraft 
tender U.S.S. PELICAN arrived and took 
‘ver the tow from the sampan, The de- 
stroyers kept the airplane flooded with 
powerful light during all the after dark 

ortion of the towing operations. As 
he PELICAN took over the tow, a small 
Coast Guard cutter also reached the 
scene, The PELICAN towed the airplane 
the rest of the way to Pearl Harbor, ar- 
Tiving opposite the Fleet Air Base ramp 





lef the entire l 


| 
| 


| 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
{ 


' 


i 
{ 


| 





‘ 


at about 11:00 ee A Navy motor launch 
then gave the airplane a tow and pulled 
it directly to the ramp. The landing 
gear wes lowered and a line was put 
@shore and secured to a tug which pulled 
the airplane out of the water onto the 


ramp, 

5 = Patteson and the four enlisted 
men remained aboard the Amphibian 
throughout the entire period of towing, 
It was a rough voyage but, with the ex- 
ception of the "mal de mer" suffered by 
pene all arrived safe and sound on dry 

and. 

The sincere wertee= ee and thanks 
h Wing have been ex- 
pressed to the od # the Coast Guard 
and to Captain Heikichi Ichida of the 


fishing sampan, 
~---000~-—— 


23RD SQDB. PERSONNEL LEARN ABOUT B-18 


The 23rd Bombardment Squadron, Hawaii, 
articipated in the course of instruc- 
<a on the B-18's given by the 3lst 


| Bomberdment Squadron the first week of 


April. After a series of lectures 
covering all characteristics and equip- 
ment of the B-18's, most of the pilots 
of the 23rd were designated as students, 
to be checked off either as pilots or 
co-pilots. At the time this is being 
written the officers of the 23rd Squad- 
ron are flying daily with the 3lst Bom- 
bardment Squadron to expedite the train- 
ing period, The scribe of the 2drd ex- 
presses the hope that "we will soon be 
able to — as pilots and co-pilots 
and start flying our own B-18's," 


LOST AND FOUND 


The Commanding Officer of the 35th 
Division Aviation, Missouri National 
Guard (Major E.R. Alexander), Lambert- 
St. Louis Municipal Airport, Robertson, 
Mo., soemes te that a column in the News 
Letter be used as a medium for reporting 
lost and found articles. He says that 
occasionally visiting personnel lose ar- 
ticles but do not make inquiry at sta- 
tions concerning the loss and, conse- 
Seppe 4 organizations are unable to re- 

urn articles to the rightful owners. 

The 35th Division Aviation has in its 
possession a sum of vege | one pocket 
watch and one Sheaffer Life Time pen 
which are believed to belong to visiting 
personnel, since inquiry discloses that 
no member of this organization makes 
claim for same. 

Major Alexander is desirous of return- . 
ing the above articles to the rightful 
owners, since some sentiment may be at- 
tached to a particular article. 

The News Letter welcomes this opportu- 
nity to render assistance in effecting 
the return to rightful owners of ar- 
icles lost by visiting Army airmen. 
V~7737, A.C. 








ARMY BUDDIES TEAM UP IN CIVIL LIFE 


Careers which converged in June, 1935, | 
; : ' partment, recently issued, the follow- 


at Randolph Field, Texas, when they were 
Cadets at the Air Corps Primary Flying 
School, and followed the same course for 
three years, will continue to parallel 
in civil life for Lieuts. Willard D, 
Griffith and Edward F, Cullerton, dir 
Reserve, of Kelly Field, Texas, 

Lieut. Griffith was granted leave of 
absence for 25 days and Lieut. 
for 22 s, both officers departing on 
April 2, 1938. Lieut. Griffith, who is 


ASSIGNMENT OF C, & GS. SCHOOL GRADUATES 
Under Special Orders of the War De- 


ing-named Air Corps officers are assign- 
ed to the stations indicated upon the 


| completion of their present course of 


instruction at the Command and General 
Starf School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas: 
To East Roston, Mass,: Major James 





|D, Givens, for duty as Instructor of 


Cullerton | 


2 hed of age, attended the Iowa Staie | 
col 


ege at Des Moines, from.1928 to 1930.) 


He is a native of Atlantic, Iowa. 
Cullerton, who is 26 yeers or age, at- 
tended Gonzaga University at Svokane, 
Washington, from 1929 to 1932, and the 
University of Montana from 1932 to 1933. 
He is a native of Butte, Montana. 

After they met at Randolph Field. 
their Army careers were practically the 
seme, The two were transferred to Kelly 
Field on the same dey, after completi 
eight months’! 

Primary and Basic Stages), Bot 
alized in Attack Aviation and both serv- 
ed a year as Flying Cadets at Barksdale 
Field, La. Thon they were commissioned 
as second lieutenants in the Air Reserve 
and assigned to duty at Randolph Field 
in June of last year. On July 15th, 
they were sent to Kelly Field, Texas, 
both being detailed as instructors in 
the Attack Section. 

Upon the expiration of their leaves of 
absence they were relieved from assign- 
ment and duty at Kelly Field and were 
directed to proceed to their respective 
homes. : 

Bota officers have accepted positions 
as pilots with the United Air Lines 
Transportation Cornoration, lhiunicipal 
Airport, Oakland, Onde 

-—=—D U0 -—— 


REFRESHER STUDENTS AT KELLY FIELD 


Four second lieutenants of tae Air Re- 
serve, who recently reported at tue Air 
cores Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas; for refresher training, 
were all assigned to the Attack Section 
for flying and attached to the 63rd 
School Squadron for instruction in Duties 
of Squadron Officers. 

Lieut. Charles R, Johnson reported at 
Kelly Field on April 26th, as did Lieut. 
Rupert BE, “Herr, who was on temporary 
cuty at Randolph Field since February 
i7th. Lieut. Aaron T, Vance joined from 
Randolph Field on May 2nd, the same date 
On which Lieut. Themas A, Davis was as- 
signed to Kelly Field, the latter having 
been on temporary duty at Randolph Field 
since February 23rd, 

---000--- 

Captain Roderick N, Ott, Air Corps, is 

laced on the retired list May 3l, 1938, 

or disability incident to the service. 


Lieut. 


training at Randolph Field 
speci- | 


the 26th Division Aviation, Masca- 
chusetts National Guard. 

To the Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, Washington, D.v.; Majors Barney 
N. ites. Tats C. whitehead and Capt. 
John ¥, McBlein. 

To Selfridee Field, Mich.: Captain 
Kirticy J. Gregg. 

















To Dayton, Onio: Major George H. 
Beverley, for duty as Air Corps Tech-.: 
nical Suvervicor. 
~ To Bollinz Field, D.C.: Lieut. Colonel 
Floyd. i, Galloway. 

To Maxwell Field, Ala.: Major Orvil 
A. Anderson, for duty as member cf the 


Air Corps Board; Lieut. Colonel Leo A, 
Valton. 

To Randolph Field, Texas: Captains 
Josepn C, Hopkins end James S. Stowell, 

To Kelly Field, Texas: Captain 
Lawrence £ oh . mer . 

To Langley Fie a,: Major George 
0, Wenonale. sa Patt 

© Fairfie Air Depot atterson 
Field. Ohio: Major Milo McCune. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y¥.: Captains Uzal 
G,~ Ent and Wallace SN. Whitson. 
To Chanute Field, Ill.: Captain Joe L. 
| LoutZenhelser. 9 
| -—=000 ~—— 


Colonel Alfred H. Hobley, Air Corps, 

| who is neari the completion of his 
tour of duty in the Office of the Chief 
of the Air Corps, Washington, D,C., as 

Chief of the Finance Division, is being 
relieved from this duty and from addi- 
| tional duty with the Organized Reserves, 
Srd Corps Area, effective June 21, 1938, 
He is detailed as observer, with station 
at Baltimore, Md., under the provisions 
of Section 127a, National Defense Act, 
| and will perform duty at such aircraft 
anc aircraft manufacturing plants as may 
be selected for this purpose by the 
Chief of the Air Corps. 














The following-named Air Corps officers 
are being relieved from duty at their 
preeaes stations and assigned to ony as 

e 


ir Corps Technical Supervisors at 
localities indicated: 

To fan Piogo Calis: Major Edward V. 
Harbeck, Jr., trom duty in the Inspection 
Division, Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, Washington, D.C. 

To Harrisburg, Pa: Major John G, 
Williams, student, A.C.Tactical School. 


To Dayton, Ohio: Captain Harlan T. 
McCormick, student, A.C.Tactical School. 
; V~7757, A.C. 














PRE-MANEUVERS CONFERENCE AT LANGLEY FIELD 


Principal speakers at the conference 
held on Thursday morning and afternoon, 
April 28th, at the Enlisted Men's Ser- 
vice Club, Langley Field, Va., as a pre- 
lude to the mass maneuvers of the Gener- 
al Headquarters Air Force, scheduled to 
be held in the northeastern section of 
the United States, May léeth to 17th, 
were Messrs. A.E. Lodwick, Vice Presi- 
dent of the Aviation Corporation of New 
York City and President of the Stinson 
Aircraft Corporation, and Devon Francis, 
Aviation Editor of the Associated Press. 

Mr. Lodwick's address concerned the 
manufacturing aspect of aviation. He 
discussed modern aircraft in general and 
mentioned some of the type planes which 
would be used in the future, fFrancis 
spoke on the publicity angle in aviation. 
He is considered an authority on avia- 
tion and has written several articles on 
the subject, some of them havi 
ed as news and feature stories 
out the country. 

Officers and enlisted men from the six 
airdromes of the GHQ Air Force attended 
the all-day ares Lieut. Colonel 
Ira C, Baker, of the Information Divi- 


| appear- 
nrough- 


| renewl 


OKLAHOMA STUDENTS VISIT KELLY FIELD 


Two officers (instructors) and twelve 
cadets from the Oklahoma Military Acade- 
my at Claremore, Oklahoma, visited the 
Air Corps Advanced Flyi School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, on April 22nd, 

The visitors were escorted around the 
field by Lieut. Crickette. The tour of 
the field included a visit to the 
Attack, Bombardment, Observation and 
Pursuit Sections; the Miniature e 
Building and the Post Operations Office. 
An instructor at each section explained 
the various stages of flying traini 
and outlined the routine section work, 

The visitors had the opportunity of 
old acquaintances with Kelly 
Field officers who visited Claremore a 
year ago pe) the course of a student 
maintenance flight, The cadets were 
eee much interested in the flying ac- 
tivities of the school and were especi- 
ally keen about the miniature artillery 
r e. 

ter such an extensive tour crowded 
into a single morning, the visitors 
were quite content to relax and eat 
lunch ‘at the Cadet Mess as guests of 
the Cadets of the Advanced Flying School 





sion, Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, had charge of the meeting. Among 
the officers present were Lieut. Colonel 
o.W. Connell, Major U.G, Jones and Cap- 
tein Joseph Smith, of Mitchel Field, 
N.Y,.3; Major James P, Hodges, Lieuts. 
Beicne Lay, Jr., Robert Travis, James 
Rothrock, David A, Tate, L.L. Brabham 
and Kenneth B. Berquist, of Langley 
Field; Lieuts. J.C. Jensen, R.W. Hender- 
son and Henry Fine, of March Field, 
Calif.; Lieuts. 7.$. Olds and H.L. 
Grills, of Barksdale Field, La.; Lieut. 
B.P, Dimmig, of Selfridge Field; Lieut. 
K.R. Kreps, of March Field, dalif., and 
Lieut. Harris B. Hull, Res., of Washing- 
ton, D.C. The latter made a brief talk. 

Among the enlisted men who attended 
were: Staff Sergeant Francis Skidmore, 
Corporal George Becker and Private 
Norman E, Noll, of Langley Field, Va.; 
Sergeant Stan Drexler, Privates Leon M. 
Christianson and Charles Armour, of 
March Field, Calif.; Sergeant E.M, 
Divine, Private William J, Turner, of 
Hamilton Field, Calif.; Private Edward 
Mansfield, of Selfridge Field, Mich. ; 
Privates T.C. Hollick and Thomas Hallo- 
well, of Barksdale Field, La., and 
Private Jerry S. Schwida, of Langley 
Field. a 

mee O00 -— = 


Three Air Corps officers, now on duty 
as students at service schools, have 
been assigned to the Office of the Chief 
of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C.,upon 

he completion of their present course 
ef instruction, viz: Major Omer 0, 
Niergarth and Captain Donald R. Goodrich 
from the Air Corps Tactical School, and 
Captain Donald F. Fritch from the Com- 
mand and General Staff School. 


| In the afternoon they departed for a 
ivisit to the San Antonio Air Depot at 
Duncan Field, 

The officer in charge of the party was 
lst Lieut. James L, Fletcher, Air 
| Reserve, a graduate of the Air Corps 
Training Center. Lieut. Fletcher, a 
student of Class ilo, 12-B, graduated on 
February 26, 1932, specializing in Obser 
vation Aviation. He is now an instric- 
tor at the Oklahoma Military Academy. 


---000--- 


LECTURES ON ENGINES AND SQUIPMENT AT 
KgLLY FIZLD, TEXAS. 


First Lieut. George S. Smith, with 
Major Edwin R, Page, as passenger, fly- 
7 an A-17 Attack plane, arrived at 
Kelly Field, Texas, from Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio; on April 25th. The - 
pose of the visit of these two officers, 
who are on duty at the Materiel Divi- 
sion, was to deliver a series of lec- 
tures on Engines and Equipment to the 
students of the Advanced Flying School. 

Several officers of the permanent gar- 
rison at Kelly Field attended the two 
lectures, since they remembered other 
instructive lectures Lieut, Smith had 
previeene delivered and, further, that 

e usually included in his remarks in- 
formation on the latest and most inter- 
esting developments, They found that 
not only could they learn somethi 


about engines from their brother offi- 
cers at the Materiel Division, but also 
a thing or two about skeet shooting, as 


was evidenced by the ability of or 


Page and Lieut, Smith to powder them fror 
all angles. Both officers departed 
(Gontinuea on Page 8). 
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DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS TO COL. OLDS | ARTILLERY ADJUSTMENT AT CAMP STANLEY 


With military. pomp and ceremony, Lieut., The students of the Observation Sec- 
Colonel Robert Olds, Air Corps, Command- tion of the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
ing Officer of the Second Bombarcment School, Kelly Field, Texas, conducted 


Group of Langley Field, Va., was present-! their Artillery Adjustment Firing at 
ed the Distinguished Flying Cross on Sat- Camp Stanley, Texas, on April 11th. 


urday morning, April 30th, before the The lst Battalion of the 15th Field Ar- 
personnel of his Group end a large num- tillery, from Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
ber of friends and spectators, _ ‘under che command of Major H,B, Parker, 
The honor was bestowed upoa Lieut. jconaucted the firing. ll students as- 
Colonel Olds for “extraordinary achieve- |semblec at the battery positions during 
ment while per ssstee ine in an aerial ithe first period to watch a demonstra- 
flight from Langley Field to Buenos ition adjustment by two of their flying 
Aires, Argentina, South America." jinstructors, Lieut. Walker, pilot, and 
Major General Frank M, Andrews, Com- Lieut. Mason, observer. 
a Generali of the GHQ Air Force, ._. Hor the second period, beginning at 
made the award, the citation being read 1:00 p.m, three student teams worked 


by Major William W, Dick, Adjutant Gen- ‘with each battery, The battery CP's 
eral of the GHQ Air Force. ‘were located on the Bullis landing field, 
In presenting the Distinguished wigan ‘about five miles from the battery posi- 
Cross to Lieut. Colonel Olds, Genera ‘tions. Sach student fired four problems 
Andrews said: ‘instead of the six formerly assigned, due 
"No words that I might say can add to the restricted use for one week of 
to the honor your country has bestowed {the landing fieid at Bullis. Fifty-four 
upon you, but I would lixe to add 7 ‘rounds per student were used on the fol- 
personal sincere congratulations. n (lowing types of adjustment: 





behalf of the GHQ and the Air Force I (a) Bracket adjustment, using both a 
thank you for your contribution, You | marx base — and a reference point 
have added prestige and honor to the | metnod of locating the target. 
tradition of the Army." (bd) A change target problem to shift 
The citation, which was announced sev- to new target with one gun precision 
eral days prior to the ceremonial rites adjustment. 
vy Hon, Harry Woodring, Secretary of War, c) A lay-on-me method of designat- 
follows: | ing the target, with bracket adjustment 
"Robert Olds, lieutenant colonel, using two-way and one-way radio commu- 
Air Corps, United States Army. for nication, 
extraordinary achievement while parti- |, (d) A battery precision adjustment, 
cipating in an aerial flight from | using a emcke ladder. 
Langley Field, Virginia, to Buenos Higa exolosive shell was used through- 
Aires, Argentina, South America, and ‘out the firing, with the exception of an 
return, February 15 to 27, 19338. As occasional smoke round on lost rounds 
commanding officer of a squacron of ‘and on the ladder bracket adjustment. The 
six airplanes, Lieutenant Colonel Olds firing was completed at 4:00 p.m., on 
was responsible for the planning and Avril 14th, with only one morning lost by 
execution of this flight in the inter- ‘inclement weather, A total of 985 rounds 
est of Pan-American amity, which ‘of shell H.E, and 134 rounds of smoke 
flight by its nature was extremely ‘were expended. 
hazardous and exacting. His ability, | Without such excellent cooperation as 
devotion to duty and excellent leader- iwas rendered by the 15th Field Artillery, 


ship, supported by the other members the student firing could not have been 
of the flight, made possible its suc- (completed in the allotted time. ‘The fir- 
cessful accomplishment, This outstand- ing batteries were fast and accurate. 

ing flight reflects the highest credit They were in positions daily before 8:00 


on the military forces of the United a.ia,, and remained wntil 5:00 p- . The 

States." ; , Commandant of the Advanced Fl ng School, 

&t the conclusion of the military ‘| through the Commanding General of the 
ceremonies, General Andrews extended his secu Division, commended the officers 


personal congratulations to Colonel Olds, ‘and men of the ist Battalion of the 15th 
and later Nis Excellency, Radu Irimescu, (Field Artillery for tue splendid spirit 





Roumenian Minister to the United lof cooperation which they exhibited. 

States, extended personal greetings, say-| ---000--- 

ing: "Your country has given you a well . 

deserved honor," - he _ | Lectures at Kelly Field (From Page 7 ). 
---~000--- Los sste 


| 
Warrant Officer John J. Arsenault has from Kelly Field on the morning of April 
been relieved from his present assignment 28th for the return trip to their home 
and duties at Allegheny County Airport, (station. 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and assigned to duty at ---000--- 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. | 
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CAVALRY DETACHMENT"BOMBED" WITH SUPPLIES 


Reporting upon the result of the first | 


day's test of dropping from an Army air- 
plane supplies to a Cavalry detachment 
in the Big Bend district in the vicinity 


GENERAL WESTOVER FLIES TO PANAMA 


Mejor General Oscar Westover, Chief of 
the Air Corps, left Brownsville, Texas, 
on the Mexican Border, at the mouth of 
the Rio Grande, on the morning of M 





of Balmorhea, Texas, Brigadier General 
Ben Lear, Commanding General of the lst 
Cavalry Division, Fort Bliss, Texas, 
states that this test proved to be an 
outstanding success. ced, Hay, grain 
and wood were drepped from the air to 
the detachment, 0 eggs out of four 
dozen eee to soldiers were cracked. 
One parachute out of twenty failed to 
open, Otherwise the supplies were de- 
livered intact. 

The tests were scheduled to be contin- 
ued for four days. The lst Platoon, 
Troop A, 8th Cavalry, consisting of 30 
men and horses, was assumed to be com- 
pletely isolated in a mountainous region 
where it is impossible for an airplane 
to land, It was necessary for more taan 
1,000 Beeps of supplies to be dropped 
daily from a B-10 Bomber. All supp ies, 
except hay and wood, were dropped in 
special containers, supported by indi- 
vidual parachutes. 

General Lear's telegram to the War De- 
2 ge reporting the result of the 

irst day's test follows: 

"The following supplies were delivered 
by air to cavalry platoon today: 490 
pounds of hay, 300 ) tage of oats, 200 

ounds of wood and 160 pounds of rations. 


| Sth, tor Panama, via Vera Cruz, Mexico, 


ani Guatemala ids f Guatemala, where he 
was scheduled to land some time in the 

| afternoon, 

| The purpose of General's visit to 

| Panama was to inspect the Army Air 

i Corps activities in the Canal Zone, this 
|; entailing his absence from the United 

, States for about two weeks. 

| General Westover piloted a Northrop 

| A-17 Attack plane and was accompanied by 
, Staff Sergeant Samuel Hymes, his crew 

| chief. 

| The Pan American Airways, which oper- 

' ates scheduled air line services be- 

' tween the United States, Panama, and 

i countries to the South, made arrange- 

| ments to maintain continuous radio com- 
| munication with General Westover during 

| the entire time of his trip. At no time 
| was he to be out of communication with 

|; at least one of the stations of the Pan 
; American Airways from the time of leav- 

1 ing tae United States until his arrival 

, in Panama, 

| Through special permission from the 

/ Federal Communications Commission, ar- 

i rangements were made for direct radio 
‘communication between the Pan American 
'hirways radio station at Brownsville and 


e rations consisted or 8 cans of eppie-| the Army Air Corps radio station at 


sauce, 9 pouncs of bacon, 12 pounds o 
corned beef, 32 pounds of bread, 3 pounds 
of butter, 4 dozen eggs, 14 pounds of 
smoked ham, 20 pounds of potatoes, two 
poreeges of raisins, 5 pounds of onions, 

6 oranges, 4 pounds of coffee, 6 cans 
of corn, two cans of jam, 8 cans of milk, 
6 cans of peas and 3 cans of tomatoes, 

"The test was highly enttaten tery: The 
time required for drepping 20 bundles 
was 50 minutes. The condition of pack- 
ages and contents was excellent except 
in ome case where the parachute failed 
to open, Only two eggs were cracked out 
of four dozen delivered, Bales of hay 
and wood were delivered without para- 
chutes, The altitude of the plane was 
about 400 feet, Aim of Captain D.W. 
Mayhue, eres of the plane, was excel- 
lent, All but three of the bundles were 
dropped within 300 — of panel." 

~-=—OU0 -—— 
officers 

The followinz-named Air Corps, upon 
the completion of their present course 
of instruction at the Air Corps Tactical 
School, Maxwell Field, Ala., are assigned 
to duty at the stations indicated; 


Captain Benjamin T. Starkey, lst Lieuts, 


Edward H, Alexander and Mills S$. Savage 
to Randolph Field, Texas. - 

First Lieut. Philip D, Coates to Kelly 
Field, Texas, 


‘Bolling Field, D.C. In this way, al- 

i though in the air over Central America, 
{General Westover was enabled to maintain 
;constant touch with his own office in 

| Washington and with the War Department 

| At 9:15 a.m ,=ST,he landed at Albrook Fiel4,C. Zz. 


i 
| 
| 
| 


—_--— Oo--- 


' FROM SCHOOL TO NATIONAL GUARD INSTRUCTORS 


' Majors Robert D, Knapp and Bob &., 
‘Nowland, Air Corps, now on duty as stu- 
‘dents, the former at the Air Corps Tac- 
| tical School, Maxwell Field, Ala., and 
itae latter at the Command and General 
'$taff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
;are under orders for duty as Instructors 
| with the Air Corps, National Guard, upon 
| the completion of their present course 
'of instruction, 
| Major Knap is assigned with the 
Arkansas National Guard and Major Nowland 
iwith the 40th Division Aviation, Califor- 
nie National Guard. The first named of- 
ficer will be stationed at Little Rock, 
Ark,, and the last named at Los Angeles, 
Calif. 6 

~=—=—9U0 -—— 


Lieut. Colonel William E, Lynd, Air 
Corps, is wider orders for duty in the 
Hawaiian Department, effective upon the 
completion of his present course of in- 
struction at the Naval War College. 
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KELLY FIELD ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES AT LUKE FIELD, 1T.H., 


Major John V, Hart, Chief of the Bom- The 4th Reconnaissance Bquaaeon has 
bardment Section of the Advanced Flying taken over the old 23rd Bombardment 
School, Kelly Field, Texas; lst Lieut. Squadron hangar, and is busily engaged 
Edgar R. Todd, Squadron ingineering and in repairing and touching up the inter- 
Operations Officer, 64th School Squadron;' ior before moving in, The News Letter 
Technical Sergeant Harry Glasscock and Correspondent states that "it will be a 


gerpeans Fred S, Simpson, also of the ye asset to have our Operations, 

64th School Squadron, departed from 'Armament, Coumunications and Supply in 

Kelly Field by rail on April 29th for | the same ty rather than at opposite 

the Douglas Aircraft Factory at Santa ends of the field as in the past. 

Monica, Calif., for the purpose of ferry- = = === 

ing one I-18 airplane to their station. During the period from April lst to 

They returned on May 4th. _15th, the flying activities of the SOth 

----- Reconnaissance Squadron were limited in 

The Engineering Section of the 6lst view of the numerous lectures and trans- 

School Squadron, during the month of -ition in connection with the B-18 air- 

April, kept a daily average of fifteen planes. : 

P-l2's and fifteen Seversky BT-8's in On April 13th, Captain Ferguson led a 


commission for the flying activities of flight of three B-le airplanes to Kauai 
students and instructors of the Pursuit (for the vurpose of making an air-ground 


Section of the Advanced Flying School, |reconnaissance in preperation for tenta- 
----- tive squadron field duty. 
The 63rd School Squadron has establish-: ----- 
ed a Rest Camp on the Medina River, ten During the second week of April, the 
miles from Kelly Field. It is a beauti- Bese Headquarters and 17th Air Base 
ful site, located under tall spreading Squadron was well protected. Two 


pecan trees. Since the camp is so near battleships of the Navy were anchored 
the field, nearly all of the men in the less than a stone's throw from the 


Squadron have visited it. In addition Squadron area. Their officers issued 
to the fishing, the camp offers facili- an invitation for the men of Luke Field 
ties for horseshoe pitching, soft ball, (to visit the ships and get a vague idea 
and other athletics. On the first two ‘of how things are done In the Navy, and, 
days of the current fishing season, men adds the Wews Letter Correspomdent, "to 
in the Squadron caught some prize bass ‘maxe us sxeptical as to whether casting 
and catfish, also some frogs were (our lot with the Army was the proper 
stabbed. "Two of the frogs," says the (thing to do." 

News Letter Correspondent, "were about | “We are still trying to become accus- 


as large as the 'Flying Fortress.'" All tomed to our new Squadron designation; 
men in the Squadron agree that this camp also wondering when we will be trans- 


is something that has been needed for ferred bag and baggage to Hickam Field." 

years, It offers the mon a perfect ' This Squadron has a hundred percent 

place to "unlax," ‘membership of noncommissioned officers 

----- in the recently organized Luke Field 
Mr. Douglas J, Ingells, Correspondent ‘| Woncommissioned Officers' Club. 

of the MODEL AIRPLANE NEWS, and staff ---000--- 

member of the Dayton DAILY NEWS, Dayton, | 

Ohio, was a visitor at Kelly Field on ' Some idea of the enormous amount of 
4th and Sth, He is gathering mater- . work which the Depot Supply Department 

ial which.will enable him to write a / of the San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan 


feature story on Cadet Life at Randolph . Field, Texas, is called upon to perform 
and Kelly Fields for the MODEL AIRPLANE may be gained from the fact that during 
NEWS Magazine. Mr. Ingells flew to the twelve months euding April 30th, 
Kelly Field via American Air Lines and ~~ the number of vouchers handled amounted 
departed on May Sth for the return jour- | to 98,550. ‘Freight handled by air 

ney by air to Dayton, totalled 1,266,326 pounds, and 455,228 


0 eaeee | postings were made to the Stock Record 
Father Tein and ten students of St. ' Account. 
Mary's University, San Antonio, Texas, | ---000--~ 
were visitors at Kelly Field on May 4th, | 
and were conducted on a tour of inspec- . Three field officers of the Air cores 
tion of the various post activities and , who are nearing the completion of their 


installations, All the students evinced , foreign service tours, are under orders 
special interest in the radio facilities . for duty at Air Service stations in the 
of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School. | United States, as follows: Lieut. 

First Lieut. John H, Bundy, Air Corps, | Colonels oe G, Weir, irom Panama, 


accompanied the visitors on their tour to Merch Field, Calif.; William 0. 
of the post. | Butler, from Panama, to Barksdale Field, 
----- | La., and Thomas §, Voss, from the Phil- 
| ippines, to Selfridge Field, Mich. 
-10- V-7737, A.C. 
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FRANCE FIELD TO SAN 


Upon the spree). of the Commanding 
General of the Panama Canal Department, 
a courtesy training flight of ten B-10B 
airplanes from the 6th Bombardment Group, 
stationed at France Field, Panama Canal 
Zone, flew to San Salvader, £1 Salvader, 
Lees returned by way of San Jose, Costa | 
ca. 
The flight consisted of twenty offi- | 
cers and twenty enlisted men, commanded 
by Lieut. Colonel George E, Lovell, Jr., 
Air Corps. The officer personnel com- 
rised or George W. Polk, Jr., Capt. 
urston H. Baxter, lst Lieuts. Truman 
H, Landon, Robert F, Tate, Charles 
Sommers, Alvin R, Luedecke, Morris H. 
Shedd, Donald B, Diehl, 2nd Lieuts. 
Frank P, Smith and George 0, Bond, Air 
Corps, pilots, with the following yee. 
engers: Colonel Underwood, 33rd Infantry; 
Major Barnes, Jr., G.S.C.; Major Wood- 
ward, Air Corps; éaptain Coyne, Finance 
Ropes went See ese = = gs ‘ 

.W.S,; Captain Lynn E, Brady, Infantry; 
Captain Donald C, Hill, Corps of in- 
eers; Captain Charles W, McGeehan, Coast 
Artillery Corps, and Captain James A, 
Durnferd termaster Corps. 

The fiieht maintained a direct route 
from Colen to San Salvador, arriving 
there at 11:30 a.m., four hours and 20 
Minutes after de ar ting from France 
Field. The American Minister, the Hon, 
Robert Frazer, and staff of the American 
Legation, together with representatives 
of the government of San Salvador, form- 
ed the reception committee which was 
present at the airport, In due time the 
Personnel were assigned to hotels in the 
city of San Salvador, and at the Ameri- | 
Can Legation, 

A formal reception was tendered the 
same day, pest 19th, by his Excellency, 
President rtinez, of El Salvador, at | 
5:00 p,m. The American officers were | 
presented to the President at this re- 
ceptien, and met the officials of the 
government, and pilots of the flying 
corps. This was followed by a buffet 
supper, which was served at the resi- 
dence of the American Minister, and to | 
which prominent Americans in San mf 
Salvador and officers of the Army ef San | 
Salvader were invited. 


| 
The flight took off from the airport | 
| 








| 
| 
| 
' 
j 
{ 


ang in formation over the City of San 
Salvador, headed toward San Jose, Costa 
Rica, arriving at the airport of Santa | 
Ana at 11:45 a.m. The Secretary of the | 
American Legation and officials of the 
Costa Rican Army were present to receive 
the officers of the flight. 

At San Jose there was no reception by 
the Costa Rican Government, due to the 
fact that the President of Costa Rica 
was absent from the city. However, the 
American Minister, Hon, William H, 
Hornibrook, was host at a party for the 


-1 





SALVADOR FLIGHT 


members of the flight at the American 
Legation at 5:00 p.m. 

Kpril 21, 1938, was devoted to sight- 
seeing and rest fn the Capital of Costa 
Rica. Individual members of the flight 
were entertained by prominent Americans 
at their homes in and near San Joge. 

The flight took off the next day at 
9:30 a.m., and after passing over the 
city in formation headed east for the 
Panama Canal Zone, where all airplanes 
arrived by noon, 

All members of the flight were great- 
ly impressed by the kindness and con- 
sideration of all officers with whom 
they came in contact in El Salvador and 
Costa Rica. The Ministers and their 
Staffs were most cordial, and made eve 
effort to make the members of the flight 
feel that they were welcome. 
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RESERVE OFFICERS TO EXTENDED ACTIVE DUTY 


The following-named second lieutenants 
of the Air Reserve were assigned to ex- 
tended active duty at the Air Corps. sta- 
tions indicated: — fn 

Edgar Minton Wittan, of Portage, Pa., 
to Langley Field, Va., to May 3, 1941. 

Willard Van Deman Brown, of Dallas, 
Texas, to Barksdale Field, La., to May 
17, 1941. | 

William Grover Benn, of Washington, 
Pa., to Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, 
to May 15, 1941. 

Wilcox Barnes Wild, of Olympia, Wash., 
to March Field, pen? to May 15, 1941. 
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The following-named Air Cerps officers 
who are nearing the completion of their 
tours of foreign service, are under or- 
ders for duty at Air Corps stations in 
We Mecenll ald. Ala; Ceptein Sawce! 

0) ) e a.:; Captain Samue 
W. Van Meter, from the Pai lippines. 

To Randolph Field, Texas: lst Lieut. 
Harold TL. face trom the Res ey 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y,: lst Lieut. 


Maurice C. Bisson trom ¥be Hawahian De- 





partment 

To Randolph Field, Texas:- lst Lieut. 
Frederick ii, rom the Panama Canal 
Department. ; 
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Captain Leo H. Dawson, for a number 
of years on duty with the lst Pursuit 
Group, Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., is under orders for duty at 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Major Lawrence A, Lawson, Air Corps, 
is under orders for duty at the Denver 
Branch of the Air Corps Technical 
School, Denver, Colo., upon the comple- 
tion of his present course of instruc- 
‘tion at the Advanced oe st 
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FAST GOING BY "FLYING FORTRESS" |La.; Mitchel Field, W.Y.; Selfridge 
| Field, Mich., and March and Hamilton 
The Second Bombardment Group, Langley | Fields, Calif. 
Field, Va., has been a bee hive of in- | Awards were also presented the four 
dustry these past few weeks incident to | instructors of the School, namely: Tech. 
ry vied up the business of the Florida | Sergeant Robert F. Tokoly, Instructor of 
Maneuvers and preparing the hundreds of | Ammunition; Staff Sergeant Francis E. 
necessary details in preparation for the, Rogan, Instructor in ll Arms; Sergeant 
= Air Force Maneuvers in the Northeast. Fred Riley, Assistant Instructor in 
outine training has not been neglect-' Small Arms, and T.L. Gaines, Principal 
ed and, as in the past, the B-17's con- | Ammnition Inspector and Instructor in 
tinue to breakrecords under normal op- | Ammunition. 
erating conditions. | Lieut, Colonel Russell L. Maxwell, Com- 
On April 22nd, Lieut. Colonel Robert (| mancer of the Tenth Ordnance Company; 
Olds, with a crew of three officers and | Captain Edward P. Mechling, Director of 
five enlisted men, in a B-l7 airplane, | the School; Major Edison A, Lynn, 2nd 
established a record flight from the | Wing Ordnence Officer; Lieut. Colonel 
West Coast to Langley Field. Departing Jolin A. Brooks, Jr., Assistant Comman- 
from March Field, Calif., at 11:40 a.m., | dant of the Ordnance Field Service, 
E.S,T., Colonel Olds reached his desti- | Raritan Arsenal, -.J., and Major Dache 
nation, Langley Field, at 10:35 p.m., 'M, Reeves, Air Corps, were among those 
E.S.T. His flying time from March Field) present at the graduation ceremonies, 
to Langley Field was ten hours and forty- Those who received diplomas included 
five minutes, - His previous record for | Technical Sergeant F.V. Perritti; Staff 
this same flight, established in Febru- | Sergeant J.A. Dolan; Privates G.S. 
ary of this year, was eleven hturs and Shearin; E.S, Hahne, J. Blaum, 35th 
one minute. | Pursuit Squadron, 8th Pursuit Group, 
Enroute to March Field from Langley R. V. Dimmig and J, Szuibeck, of Langley 
Field on a dawn-to-dusk flight, on April Field, Va.; Sergeant C.V. Ferguson, of 
19th, this same crew left Langley Field | Selfridge Field, Mich.; Corporal J.F, 
at 4:36 a.m, as dawn was arene the {Givens and Private B.F, Hewitt, of 
eastern sky, and when at 2:03 p.m Barksdale Field, La.; Corporal K.D. 


Pacific Standard Time, Colonel Olds |'Risinz, of Hamilton Field, Calif.; Pri- 
landed his Flagship #10, the same B-17 | vates G, Smith and J. Moore, of March 
which he used on the flight to. Buenos |Field, Calif., and Private W.E. Clarke, 
Aires, Argentina, the previous record 'of Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

for the East-West. non-stop "hop". had not | ---000--- 


only been cut by a full hour to 12 hours | 
and 27 minutes, but the projected dawn | ACTIVITIES OF 1ST OBSERVATION SQUADRON 
to dusk flight hac become a breakfast to 
lunch acogee setae’. : _. | The lst Observation Squadron, stationed 
New auxiliary equipment and navigation-| at Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, — 
al technique were tested during both legs; was on the alert constantly during the 
of this flight and proved eminently sat- period from May 2nd to 10th, utilizing 
isfactory. -all airplanes and pilots for day and 
---000--~- | Baas m “ya ag Pg py gb ee oe ee 
| Cava School's S) xercise euver 
GRADUATIONFROM SCHOOL O AVIATION ORDNANCE: No, 14 Included in these activities 
k tae _were reconnaissance missions; liaison 
Describing the School of Aviation Ord- | missions, using radio and dropped mes- 
nance at Langley Field, Va., as an im- | sages, and photographic missions, includ- 
portant factor in the realization of a | ing shots of troops in action and photo- 
stronger national defense, Brigadier Gen- graphs of each 's bivouac, 
eral Arnold N. Krogstad, the new Command-| ee 0-19 airplanes were flown to 
ing General of the Second Wing, GHQ Air |Offut Field, Fort Crook, Nebraska, on 
Force, on Monday, April 25th, presented | May 6th, to cooperate with the 61st Coast 
diplomas to graduates of the two-months' Artillery (Anti-aircraft) in a demonstra- 
course, : | tion of defense against night air at- 
Fourteen students, including five non- | tack. Approximately 5,000 citizens of 
commissioned officers and nine enlisted | Omaha attended the demonstration, despite 





men, were awarded diplomas. They com- a heavy rain and low ceiling, which made 
pleted their studies the following Sat- (it necessary to keep all but one airplane 
urday. Twenty-three other students on the ground, During: the hour’ in which 
graduated in the first two courses held he conducted simuleted machine gun and 

at Langley Field, The fourth course - | bombing attacks on the populace, Lieut. 
will begin on October 1, 1938, and con- |G.L, Mason's conversation with the ground 
tinue through November 30th. station, and other pertinent remarks, 


The graduates represented the various were rebroadcast over Station WOW, of 
platoon divisions of the Ordnance Branch | Omaha, Neb, This provised the listeners- 
of the General Head ters Air Force, in with a most interesting program. 
including Langley Field; Barksdale Tet. a? é 
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